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Funding Status – FY 2020
Wave 29 for FY 2020 was released on Thursday, November 12th for a total of $34.0 million
including $758 thousand for six North Carolina districts. Cumulative commitments are
$1.89 billion including $61.6 million for North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has now funded 91%
of the FY 2020 applications representing 66% of the requested funding.
E-Rate Updates and Reminders
Upcoming E-Rate Dates:
November 20

Form 486 deadline for FY 2020 covering funding committed in Wave 12.
More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or
the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is later. The upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:
Wave 13
11/27/2020
Wave 14
12/04/2020
Wave 15
12/11/2020
Wave 16
12/18/2020

Category 2 Budget Petitions for Reconsideration:
Last month’s FCC Public Notice DA 20-1218 expanded upon the FCC’s new Category 2 budget
rules (FCC 19-117) for years FY 2021-2025. As discussed in our newsletter of October 19th, the
Public Notice dealt with the treatment of charter schools, closed or partially closed school
buildings due to COVID-19, and independent schools with part-time students. It also declined to
change the rules requiring the cost-allocation of expenses associated with Category 2 equipment
located in non-instructional facilities (“NIFs”). Both the part-time student and the NIF allocation
issues were previously raised by Petitions for Reconsideration, seconded by supporting comments.
Last week, within the 30-day appeal window, two additional Petitions for Reconsideration were
filed asking the FCC to clarify aspects of the part-time student rule and to reconsider the NIF
allocation rule. Specifically:
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Current FCC rules, as modified last month, permit independent schools (such as vocational
schools), attended by students from multiple other districts on a part-time basis, to count
those students as full-time students for Category 2 budget purposes. Recent USAC
indications are that this rule might be interpreted narrowly as to apply only to stand-alone
independent schools serving only part-time students. E-Rate Central’s petition asks the
FCC to clarify that the part-time student rule also covered all schools within independent
districts including those that service both part-time and full-time students.
Note: E-Rate Central’s petition applies only in situations in which the schools with parttime students are independent of those students’ home districts. This is not the case in
many large school districts running their own career education or other special schools
serving their own students on a part-time basis. States with large county school districts,
such as North Carolina, may ultimately seek greater Category 2 budget support for such
schools.

•

The State E-Rate Coordinators’ Alliance (“SECA”) petition asks the FCC to reconsider the
NIF cost allocation requirement. SECA argues that eliminating NIF allocations would
greatly simplify the application and invoicing process for both applicants and reviewers
and that, given districtwide Category 2 budget caps, would effectively be funding neutral.

In a somewhat related development, noting that caching servers are already eligible as Category
2, ApplianSys LLC filed a petition urging the FCC to initiate a rulemaking to make caching eligible
as a Category 1 service. The ApplainSys petition argues that this would “encourage the costeffective use of E-Rate funds and reduce wasteful spend on excessive Bandwidth.”
USAC News Brief Dated November 13 – USAC Fall Training FAQs
Two weeks ago, over a three-day period, USAC conducted a series of nine online training sessions
addressing the basics of E-rate. Recordings of those sessions and copies of the slides are available
on the USAC website. USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of November 13, 2020, provides
what we expect to be the first in a series of FAQs from these training sessions. Friday’s News
Brief covers the following FAQs from the first three sessions:
2020 Training Kickoff Event:
• Where can I find information on E-rate timelines?
• Is there a list of frequently used terms on the USAC website?
• Do you have more information on the e-learning modules?
E-rate Program Overview:
• When do applicants need to file a Form 470?
• Where can I find more information about COVID-19 impacts on the E-rate Program?
• How can I check the status of review inquiries, pending applications, invoices and
program requests?
• Where can I get more information about eligible services?
EPC Demo:
• How do I access EPC?
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Can I change my EPC username if I get married or divorced? (Note: Hopefully not
too frequently asked.)
Where do I update my National School Lunch Program numbers?
We are not required to provide student counts this year to be eligible for the National
School Lunch Program’s funding from USDA due to the VOVID-19 pandemic. How
can I update the numbers in my EPC profile?
How do I filter my EPC News feed?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.
Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.
If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.
In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational
programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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