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Funding Status – FY 2019 and FY 2020
FY 2019:
Wave 60 for FY 2019 was reportedly released last week, but no funding date is yet available.
Cumulative commitments are $2.32 billion including $76.0 million for North Carolina.
FY 2020:
Wave 3 for FY 2020 was released on Thursday, May 21st for a total of $53.6 million including
$1.65 million for North Carolina. Cumulative commitments through May 14th are $766 million
including $18.9 million for North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has now funded 58% of the FY
2020 applications received during the filing window representing over 26% of the requested
funding.
E-Rate Resources for the COVID-19 Pandemic
USAC issued a Special Edition News Brief on May 21, 2020, reviewing all the resources and
program changes made available by USAC and the FCC to schools and libraries during the
COVID-19 pandemic. In summary:
•

USAC launched an enhanced website detailing the relief available across all four of the
universal service programs. USAC's COVID-19 Response page provides a summary of
resources and a link to the webpages of each of the Universal Service programs that contain
more detailed information, including the E-rate COVID-19 Resources page.

•

Recent FCC orders and public notices providing E-rate relief for schools and libraries
include:
o Extension of the FY 2020 application filing window (DA 20-273) from March 29th
to April 29th.
o Waiver of the FCC’s gift rules (DA 20-290) — see our newsletter of March 23rd.
o Wi-Fi community use guidance (DA 20-324) — see our newsletter of March 30th.
o E-rate filing and service delivery deadline waivers and extensions (DA 20-364) —
see our newsletter of April 6th.
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•

The FCC’s Keep Americans Connected Initiative soliciting pledges from more than 750
companies and organizations to provide connectivity and devices to students and teachers
who need them for remote learning (see our newsletters of March 23rd and May 4th).

•

CARES Act funding available to schools through the U.S Department of Education. Note
in particular the subsequent joint announcement by the FCC and the Department of
Education to use up to $16 billion to support remote learning (see our newsletter of
May 4th).

•

CARES Act funding to libraries through the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(“IMLS”). Last week, the FCC announced that it is partnering with IMLS to promote the
use of $50 million in CARES funding to increase community broadband access for libraries
and Tribal organizations.

USAC News Brief Dated May 22 – Summer Contact Deferral Period
USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of May 22, 2020, reminds applicants with pending
applications that the summer contact deferral period has begun. It will remain in effect until
September 11th, the Friday after Labor Day.
If PIA attempts to contact an applicant for the first time during this period, and does not receive a
response, the application will be put on hold either until the end of the deferral period or until the
applicant proactively reaches out to PIA to resume the application review.
If an application was already under review prior to the start of the summer deferral period last
Friday, the review process will continue unless the applicant requests summer deferral status.
Applications not on summer deferral will continue to receive automated deadline notifications
subject to the COVID-19 inquiry response extension policies discussed above.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.
Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.
If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.
In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational
programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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