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Funding Status – FY 2019 and FY 2020
FY 2019:
USAC released Wave 58 for FY 2019 on Thursday, May 7th. Two large applicants were funded
for a total of $32.3 million, none for North Carolina. Cumulative commitments through May 7 th
are $2.30 billion including $76.0 million for North Carolina.
FY 2020:
The Form 471 application window for FY 2020 closed on Wednesday, April 29th. USAC’s
preliminary estimate of demand indicates that 38,207 applications (up 6.5% from last year) were
received within the window with requests for $2.91 billion (up only 0.4% from FY 2019).
Wave 1 totaling $681 million was released on Saturday, May 9th. Funding included $18.6 million
for 201 North Carolina applicants.
E-Rate Updates and Reminders
CDW-G BEAR Processing Update:
Applicants awaiting BEAR payments on CDW-G products began receiving letters from CDW-G
last week seeking details on those BEAR invoices. This is an attempt to resolve a longstanding
problem that began almost a year ago. Last November, CDW-G acknowledged “pricing errors”
that had led to overcharges on applicant bills and subsequent delays in processing invoices
submitted to USAC (see our newsletter of November 25th). Last week’s letters included the
following statement:

More specifically, the letters requested the following information:
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•
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•

CDW-G customer invoice number(s)
Item(s) and quantities invoiced to USAC
The amount invoiced to USAC for each item or items

Applicants not receiving letters regarding delayed CDW-G BEARs may wish to contact the
company by calling either 847-465-6000 or 800-808-4239, following prompts to the Government
and Education Sales group, and asking for contact information for their CDW-G account
managers.
USAC News Brief Dated May 8 – Overview of the PIA Review Process
USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of May 8, 2020, outlines the basic PIA review process.
Although this guidance is a bit belated, given that over 20,000 FY 2020 applications have already
been funded or are “Wave Ready,” the News Brief provides a nice summary of the three major
processing steps: Initial Review, Final Review, and Quality Assurance.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.
Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.
If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.
In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational
programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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