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Funding Status – FY 2019
USAC released Wave 14 for FY 2019 on Thursday, July 25th. Funding totaled $50.5 million
including $670 thousand for 12 North Carolina applicants. Cumulative commitments through
Wave 14 are $1.10 billion including $34.5 million for North Carolina.
Updates on USAC’s E-Rate Productivity Center and Legacy System
Incorrect Link in First Demand Payment Letter:
Friday’s USAC News Brief, referenced below, points to an incorrect hyperlink in Demand
Payment Letters (“DPLs”) posted in EPC. Fortunately, this is not a problem affecting the vast
majority of applicants. DPLs are sent only when USAC determines that an applicant must return
funds as the result of an audit or other post-commitment review. When this occurs, and when the
amount is significant, a payment plan is an option if the applicant can demonstrate it cannot repay
the funds in a lump sum. The incorrect link in the DPL, which USAC is working to correct, is to
the informational Payment Plan (this link is correct) page.
E-Rate Updates and Reminders
Upcoming E-Rate Dates:
July 29

Extended deadline (DA 19-628) for submitting comments to the FCC’s
NPRM (FCC 19-46) seeking comment on establishing a cap on total
funding of the Universal Service Fund (“USF”) (see our newsletter of
June 3rd). Reply comments are due August 26th.

August 2

Form 486 deadline for FY 2018 funding committed in Wave 52. More
generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or the
service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is later. Other upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:
Wave 53
08/09/2019
Wave 54
08/16/2019
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Note 1: Applicants missing any Form 486 deadline should watch carefully
for “Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters” in their EPC News Feed. These
Reminder Letters afford applicants 15-day extensions to submit their
Form 486s without penalty.
Note 2: The first Form 486 deadline for FY 2019, covering funding
committed in Waves 1-10, will be October 29, 2019.
August 5-9

USAC is holding two service provider training sessions in Washington DC,
one at the beginning of the week (August 5-6) and one at the end of the
week (August 8-9). Each two-day session will begin with a half-day
presentation for beginners and will include a second full day for everyone.

August 16

Deadline for submitting initial comments to the FCC’s Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (“NPRM”) on the future of Category 2 funding for FY 2020
and beyond (FCC 19-58). (See our newsletter of July 15th.) Reply
comments are due by September 3rd.

September 16
– November 21

See USAC’s 2019 Training webpage for a schedule of all USAC 2019 fall
applicant and tribal training sessions.

USAC News Brief Dated July 26 – Invoicing Reminders
USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of July 26, 2019, reminds applicants that the invoicing
deadline for recurring FY 2018 services is October 28, 2019. Before an invoice can be processed
for any FRN:
•

A Funding Commitment Decision Letter (“FCDL”) must have been issued committing
funding to the FRN;

•

The applicant must have filed, and USAC must have approved, a Form 486;

•

The underlying service provider must have an approved Form 473 (“SPAC”) on file; and

•

For a BEAR invoice, the applicant submitting a BEAR must have a Personal Identification
Number (“PIN”) and a Form 498 on file with a status of “Approved.”

The News Brief also provides links to instructional material for applicants filing Form 486s and
for service providers filing Form 473s.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or NCDPI.
Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.
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For further information, follow E-Rate Central on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.
In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational
programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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