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Funding Status – FY 2017 and FY 2016
FY 2017:
Wave 15 for FY 2017 was released Friday, September 8th, for a total of $80.5 million. Funding
for North Carolina was $3.12 million for 8 applicants. Cumulative national funding through
Wave 15 is $1.13 billion, including $43.6 million for North Carolina. Wave 16 is scheduled to
be released on Friday, September 15th.
FY 2016:
There was no new FY 2016 wave last week. The cumulative national funding through Wave 61
remains $2.91 billion, including $104 million for North Carolina. Wave 62 is scheduled to be
released on Tuesday, September 12th.
Updates on USAC’s E-Rate Productivity Center and Legacy System
“Escalation to Services” PIA Status:
Applicants with pending applications for FY 2017 can sometimes see additional information on
their applications’ Review Status by viewing the initial Form 471 display window in EPC.

In many cases, as in the example above, the review Status will read “Assigned to IR,” simply
suggesting that the applications are awaiting PIA review and are not being actively being
worked. Other status designations are more useful indicating steps in initial review or
applications being held pending decisions at higher levels. A current list of status indicators is
available on Page 4 of the FRN Status Tool Instructions.
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One indicator that can use additional explanation to understand is the designation “Escalation to
Services.” This indicates that a question has been raised during the initial review as to the
eligibility of all or a portion of the services or products requested in that FRN, and that the issue
has been referred to USAC’s Eligible Services Team for review. Resolution of the issue may
require some time depending upon the complexity of the question and whether or not USAC has
to consult with the FCC.
E-Rate Updates and Reminders
Upcoming 2017 E-Rate Deadlines:
Sept. 19

Form 486 deadline for FY 2016 funding committed in Wave 47. More
generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or the
service start date (often July 1st), whichever is later. Upcoming Form 486
deadlines for funding commitments received in later waves include:
Wave 48
Wave 49
Wave 50

10/02/2017
10/04/2017
10/09/2017

Applicants missing these (or earlier) deadlines should watch carefully for
“Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters” (actually emails directing the applicants
to EPC News Feed items). The Reminders will afford applicants with 15-day
extensions from the date of the emails to submit their Form 486s without
penalty.
The earliest Form 486 deadline for FY 2017 will be Monday, October 30th.
Sept. 19

Reply comment deadline for the FCC’s NPRM, FCC 17-76, on the release of
caller ID information in response to threatening calls to schools and other
community-based organizations (see our newsletter of August 28th).

Sept. 30

Service delivery deadline for the receipt of non-recurring services (i.e.,
installation or other one-time charges) for FY 2016. Requests to extend the
service delivery deadline, if needed, must be made on or before this date.

October 10

USAC’s first annual fall applicant training session in Washington DC.
Additional training sessions are planned in Charlotte, Minneapolis, and San
Diego (dates not yet announced).

October 30

Invoicing deadline for FY 2016 recurring services. (Note: The normal
October 28th deadline falls on a Saturday pushing this year’s actual deadline to
the following Monday.) Requests to extend this deadline, if needed, will be
automatically granted by USAC if filed on or before this date.
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USAC News Brief Dated September 8 – FY 2016 Invoicing Reminders
USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of September 8, 2017, reminds both applicants and
service providers that the basic invoicing deadline for recurring FY 2016 services is Monday,
October 30th. The News Brief reviews the basic prerequisites for submitting either applicant
BEARs (Form 472s) or service provider SPIs (Form 474s), including the requirements that:
•

For either BEARs or SPIs, the associated service providers must have certified their
FY 2016 Service Provider Annual Certification (Form 473 “SPAC”).

•

For either BEARs or SPIs, the applicants must have received notification of approved
Form 486s for the associated FRNs.

•

For BEARs, the applicants must have received notification of approved Form 498s to
provide current direct deposit banking information.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or NCDPI.
Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.
For further information, follow E-Rate Central on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn.
If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name,
organization, telephone, and e-mail address.
In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational
programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by
law.
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